Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Twenty-four Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion Setting Ten
St. Paul Lutheran Church—November 7, 2021 – 10:00 A.M.
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
Widows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus denounces those scribes who pray impressive
prayers but devour widows’ houses. He commends the poor widow who in his view gave far more than the
major donors. Jesus doesn’t see her simply as an object of compassion or charity. She, like the widow of
Zarephath who shares her last bit of food with Elijah, does something of great importance.
PRELUDE

Jesu, Joy of Our Desiring
Andante tranquillo

J. S. Bach
Felix Mendelssohn

WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the God of manna,
the God of miracles,
the God of mercy. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
God, our provider,
help us.
It is hard to believe there is enough to share.
We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.
We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you.
We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.
Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the world. Amen.
Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN

For All the Saints

ELW 422

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also, with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us in mercy. Grant us the fullness of
your grace, strengthen our trust in your promises, and bring all the world to share in the treasures that come
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING

1 Kings 17:8-16

This chapter begins the story of Elijah. God sends a drought on Israel because of the sins of King Ahab. This passage
depicts God’s saving acts not only on behalf of Elijah, but also on behalf of those who are associated with the prophet, even
a foreigner, the widow of Zarephath.
8The

word of the LORD came to [Elijah,] saying, 9“Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live
there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he
came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little
water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” 11As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a
morsel of bread in your hand.” 12But she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a
handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home
and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 13Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go
and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make
something for yourself and your son. 14For thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be
emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the LORD sends rain on the earth.” 15She went and did
as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. 16The jar of meal was not
emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 146

1Hal- |

lelujah!
Praise the LORD, | O my soul!
2I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being.
3Put not your | trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there | is no help.
4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth,
and in that day | their thoughts perish. R
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help,
whose hope is in the | LORD their God;
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them;
who keeps promis- | es forever;
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger.
The LORD sets the | captive free.
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed down;
the LORD| loves the righteous. R
9The LORD cares | for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked.
10The LORD shall | reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! R
SECOND READING

Hebrews 9:24-28

The letter to the Hebrews describes Christ as a high priest who offers himself as a sacrifice for our sin. Christ does not die
again and again each year. He died once, is alive with God, and will reveal himself on the last day.
24Christ

did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he entered into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25Nor was it to offer himself again and
again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own; 26for then he
would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once
for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27And just as it is appointed for mortals to
die once, and after that the judgment, 28so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will
appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL

Mark 12:38-44

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
After engaging in a series of public arguments with religious leaders in the temple, Jesus contrasts the proud and
oppressive ways of those leaders with the sacrificial humility and poverty of the widow.
38As

[Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be greeted
with respect in the marketplaces, 39and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at
banquets! 40They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive
the greater condemnation.”
41He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich
people put in large sums. 42A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny.
43Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all
those who are contributing to the treasury. 44For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she
out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
THE SERMON

The Rev. Jamie Green Klopotoski

*HYMN OF THE DAY

Give Thanks for Saints

*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. *
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the church, the world,
and everyone in need.
A brief silence.
We give you thanks for social ministries of the church around the world and for every ministry that heals, lifts
up, and empowers those who are poor, oppressed, abused, abandoned, or ignored. Build up your ministries
and prosper all works of mercy. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We praise you for the bounty of creation and a world of abundance. Protect the earth from all who would
devour its resources. Create and strengthen sustainable communities who honor your creation with loving
care. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We give you thanks for leaders who seek peace for all nations and lead efforts toward greater justice.
Accompany all who suffer the wounds of war, with veterans who carry battle scars from the past, and all who
promote peace today. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We praise you for plentiful harvests and generous hearts. Send needed resources and caring neighbors to all
those in need. We pray for refugees, orphans, widows, those unemployed, those suffering abuse, and all who
are in need. Restore to health all who are sick in any way, especially those on our prayer list and those whose
names we offer now or hold silently in our hearts. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We praise you for missionaries who share your love in new communities and bring compassion for all.
Continue to raise up missionaries for lives of service in your name. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give you thanks for the saints of this congregation who have inspired, challenged, loved, and taught us.
Comfort all who grieve and lead us by their example until you gather us in your heavenly home. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with us always, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.
*THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE

*OFFERING PRAYER
Jesus, Bread of life,
you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world. Amen.
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Take, O Take Me as I Am
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.
You reveal your glory
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God,
ever to be adored in your eternal glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Come!

COMMUNION HYMN

Shall We Gather at the River
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray. Amen.
*BLESSING
The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

*SENDING HYMN

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart
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POSTLUDE

Prelude in C

John Stainer

WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY
Preaching and Presiding: Rev. Jamie Green Klopotoski
Eucharistic Minister: Anne Wheeler
Reader: Joanne Peterson
A/V: Anne Wheeler
Music Director: Ted Stoddard
Liturgical materials and texts are used by permission of Sundays and Seasons Augsburg Fortress License: 15150
One License Annual License: A-724876 for 03/06/21 – 03/05/22
NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1123 Washington St., Gloucester, MA 01930
978-283-6550, office@stpaulcapeann.org
STEWARDSHIP 2022
Pledge Sunday will be November 14th this year. Deb Coull kick-offed the Stewardship Campaign last Sunday.
Please keep an eye on your mailbox and future editions of the FYI Newsletters for additional details.
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH CHRISTMAS FAIR IS SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 4, 2021
Suzanne Maki and Carol Gray are co-chairs of this year's Christmas Fair. If you would like to assist them in the
planning of this event or would like to offer your services, please contact them directly or send an email to
office@stpaulcapeann.org and your message will be forwarded to them. Christmas Fair specific FYI
Newsletters will also be sent out between now and December 4th. Please watch for them.
ALLIES OF OUR AFGHAN ALLIES (AAA)
Volunteers are needed to secure housing and furnishings, as well as transportation, employment, education,
legal counsel, medical coordination, and acclimation to our beautiful corner of the world. The Cape Ann
community is up to this challenge. To learn more, you are invited to an informational meeting at the First
Congregational Church of Rockport (12 School St.) on Tuesday, November 16th at 7PM, in-person or virtually.
Masks and social distancing are required at the in-person gathering. To stream the meeting, go to Rockport
UCC on Facebook or to the Old Sloop YouTube channel. See the FYI from Friday for more information.
PRAYER LISTS
Please keep these people in your prayers for healing throughout the week: Daneen R., Sonny M., Tasha R.,
Willy G., Brian D., Judith O., Ron F., for a Family in need of prayers, Miles, Kathryn, Bill P., Bob S., Liana W.,
Bruce G., Jim S., Judy M., John B., Judy R., Roger K., Ellen R., Barbara U., Doug G., Judy K., Dan W., Josh M.,
Dan W., and John M.
Armed services: Josh Coakley, Stephanie Norberg, Brian Misuraca, Christian DiGregorio, John Korpi III,
Danny Hill, Rachel Misuraca Lewin, Zach Hafey, and Tony Favalora

