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Christ the King
Holy Communion Setting Ten
St. Paul Lutheran Church—November 21, 2021 – 10:00 A.M.
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a true king to set things
right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the “one like a human being”
(Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even though he is nothing like an
earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, and those who recognize the truth
voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will be the
nonviolent victory of love.
PRELUDE

Nun danket alle Gott
Jesus Christ Reigns as King
Prelude on’St. Columba’

Georg Friedrich Kaufmann
Ernst Pepping
Alec Wyton

WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the God of manna,
the God of miracles,
the God of mercy. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
God, our provider,
help us.
It is hard to believe there is enough to share.
We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.
We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you.
We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.
Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the world. Amen.
Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN

Come, Thou Almighty King

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also, with you.

ELW 408

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. Grant that
all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen
FIRST READING

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were experiencing would
never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call all nations to account and will give
dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.
9As

I watched,
thrones were set in place,
and an Ancient One took his throne,
his clothing was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames,
and its wheels were burning fire.
10A stream of fire issued
and flowed out from his presence.
A thousand thousands served him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.
The court sat in judgment,
and the books were opened.
13As I watched in the night visions,
I saw one like a human being
coming with the clouds of heaven.
And he came to the Ancient One
and was presented before him.
14To him was given dominion
and glory and kingship,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not pass away,
and his kingship is one
that shall never be destroyed.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 93

1The

LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength.
The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved.
2Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established;
you are from | everlasting. R
3The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice;
the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves.
4Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea,
mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high.
5Your testimonies are | very sure,
and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R
SECOND READING

Revelation 1:4b-8

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, Jesus is celebrated as the
firstborn from the dead who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one whose return we eagerly await.
4bGrace

to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who
are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the
kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving
his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
7Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the
Almighty.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL

John 18:33-37

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through force or with love.
33Pilate

entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” 35Pilate replied, “I am not a
Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be
fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37Pilate
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I
came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
34Jesus

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
THE SERMON

The Rev. Stephen Cushing

*HYMN OF THE DAY

O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us
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*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. *
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the church, the world,
and everyone in need.
A brief silence.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to testify to the truth. We pray for preachers, missionaries, evangelists, and
teachers who carry your forgiveness and love to the world. Fill their words and actions with compassion and
kindness so that your truth will shine. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to liberate all of creation. We pray for all living things longing for the freedom to
flourish, from ancient trees and wild grasses to endangered animals and rare insects. Give human beings
compassionate hearts to care for them. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to lead us into the way of peace. Direct the members of international alliances in
choosing a nonviolent path toward the future. Give them the humility and wisdom to make just decisions to
benefit all. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to make us into your own people, set free to serve you. We pray for people who
serve the well-being of others, especially ministries in our community such as Action, Inc., the Grace Center,
Family Promise, and Open Door. Renew them in their work. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to rule in all times and places. We pray for the friends of our congregation who
are unable to join our worship in person and for all who are sick and suffering, especially those on our prayer
list and those whose names we offer now or hold silently in our hearts... Join their prayers with ours and unite
them with us in the body of Christ. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to be our beginning and our ending. We give thanks for those whose lives have
given us a glimpse of Jesus’ reign of justice and peace. Empower us to join their witness. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with us always, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.
*THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERTORY RESPONSE

*OFFERING PRAYER
Jesus, Bread of life,
you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world. Amen.
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Take, O Take Me as I Am
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.
You reveal your glory
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God,
ever to be adored in your eternal glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Come!

COMMUNION HYMN

What Feast of Love

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray. Amen.
*BLESSING
The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
*SENDING HYMN

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Soon and Very Soon
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POSTLUDE

Rejoice, The Lord Is King

Gordon Young

WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY
Preaching and Presiding: Rev. Stephen Cushing
Eucharistic Minister: Martha Lilja-Johnson
Reader: Deb Coull
A/V: Martha Lilja-Johnson
Music Director: Ted Stoddard
Liturgical materials and texts are used by permission of Sundays and Seasons Augsburg Fortress License: 15150
One License Annual License: A-724876 for 03/06/21 – 03/05/22
NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1123 Washington St., Gloucester, MA 01930
978-283-6550, office@stpaulcapeann.org
STEWARDSHIP 2022
If you have not yet submitted your pledge form, please do so or contact the office with your pledge details.
Blank pledge forms are also available at the back of the church.
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH CHRISTMAS FAIR IS SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 4, 2021
Suzanne Maki and Carol Gray are co-chairs of this year's Christmas Fair. Kathy Eckles will be managing the
wreath making, Mary Jane will be asking for assistance with Nisü making, and Dave will be making his fish
chowder.
No craft workshops will be held this Wednesday. If you are working on crafts at home, please contact Suzanne
or Carol to arrange drop off or pick up of the items before December 2nd.
WREATH MAKING WORKSHOP
Kathy invites you to join her and others on Thursday, December 2nd from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm to make/decorate
wreathes. The goal is to make thirty of them. Please bring your artistic flare, fancy greens from you yard, or
neighborhood, gardening gloves, greens clippers, scissors, wire cutters and your mask. Questions?
contact kathy@kathyeckles.com or on her cell at 978-943-1491.
PRAYER LISTS
Please keep these people in your prayers for healing throughout the week: Daneen R., Sonny M., Tasha R.,
Willy G., Brian D., Judith O., Ron F., for a Family in need of prayers, Miles, Kathryn, Bill P., Bob S., Liana W.,
Bruce G., Jim S., Judy M., John B., Judy R., Roger K., Ellen R., Barbara U., Doug G., Judy K., Dan W., Josh M.,
Dan W., and John M.
Armed services: Josh Coakley, Stephanie Norberg, Brian Misuraca, Christian DiGregorio, John Korpi III,
Danny Hill, Rachel Misuraca Lewin, Zach Hafey, and Tony Favalora

