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Introduction to the day
Introduction to the day
This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are
called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is too
hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the
joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true
friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded
by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.
PRELUDE

Poeme
Choral Cistercien
Prelude on “St. Columba”

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning, you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden.
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched,
and you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way,
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water,
for the water in this font,
and for all water everywhere.
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Gordon Young
Jehan Alain
Alec Wyton

GATHERING HYMN

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts
such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all
we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son, and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING

Acts 10:44-48

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes upon
them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that
these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
44While

Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured
out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter
said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit
just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited
him to stay for several days.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

1Sing

Psalm 98

a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory.
2O LORD, you have made | known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations.
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.
4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. R
5Sing to the LORD| with the harp,
with the harp and the | voice of song.
6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn
shout with joy before the | king, the LORD.
7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it,
the world and those who | dwell therein.
8Let the rivers | clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to | judge the earth.
9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peo- | ples with equity. R

SECOND READING

1 John 5:1-6

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. Thus, the
world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith.
1Everyone

who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the
parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God when we love God and
obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his
commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is
the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
also.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (from Setting 9)

THE GOSPEL

John 15:9-17

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days ahead. Here,
he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another.
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide
in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
complete.
12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I
command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I
have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I
am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
THE SERMON

The Rev. Luther Zeigler

HYMN OF THE DAY

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.
Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds among all Christian
churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving thanks for the life and witness of Nicolaus
Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the earth with your
love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us
to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. Plant your word in
the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of the world may live
in peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those who are sick or
suffering especially those on our prayer list and those whose names we offer now... Provide for those
needing homes or medical care and point us towards life-changing responses to these needs in our
own communities. Be with the dying, especially those who feel or are alone. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and mothering people
in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who grieve because
they cannot be mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember with thanksgiving
those who shared your love throughout their lives. Keep us united with them in your lasting love.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness
and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Life-giving God, you have nourished us with your word,
and our hearts burn within us.
We give thanks that you bright Word illumines our way.
Give us the light we need,
awaken us to the needs of others,
send us forth to share the gifts of Easter
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL

Abide, O Dearest Jesus
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Christ is risen, He is Risen indeed
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

Paul Manz
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Reader: Don Johnson
Cantor: John Bjorlie
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Liturgical materials and texts are used by permission of Sundays and Seasons Augsburg Fortress License:
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NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1123 Washington St., Gloucester, MA 01930
978-283-6550, office@stpaulcapeann.org
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TO BE HELD AFTER SERVICES NEXT WEEK, MAY 16TH
Please plan on attending. The meeting will be held after the Sunday service and will start as soon as
the Postlude has finished. We will be voting to confirm the Call Committee and to vote on the capital
improvement to the organ.
THE CARE TEAM IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO COOK MEALS FOR FAMILIES
Please refer to Friday’s FYI or contact Marion Phipps at 978-283-5746 or Dave Stowell at 978-283-0264
WATCH FOR THE FYI’S ANNOUNCING DETAILS OF OUR 3RD ANNUAL PLANT SALE
Buy plants virtually and/or in person. Pick-up and in person sale scheduled for May 30th.
OFFICE HOURS FOR PASTOR LUTHER ZEIGLER
Pastor Luther will be in the church offices every Wednesday from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m., and it
available for individual visits from 10 a.m. to Noon and from 2-3 p.m. He is happy to meet inside or
outside, using all necessary precautions regarding distancing and wearing masks. Please call him
(617-999-6419) or email him (luther.zeigler@gmail.com) if you would like to make an appointment.
He is also always available for pastoral emergencies.
PRAYER LISTS
Please keep these people in your prayers for healing throughout the week: Daneen R., Sonny M.,
Tasha R., Willy G., Jim W., Brian D., Ron M., Judith O., Rachael and Tyler, Verna, Ron F., for a Family
in need of prayers, Miles
Remembrance: Please keep Pat Tanson in your prayers as she mourns the loss of her partner, Mitch
Tawa who passed away on April 26th.
Armed services: Josh Coakley, Stephanie Norberg, Brian Misuraca, Christian DiGregorio, John
Korpi III, Danny Hill, Rachel Misuraca Lewin, Zach Hafey, Liam Carney, and Tony Favalora
Please see the FYI emails for more information

