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Second Sunday of Easter, 2021
ELW Service of the Word
St. Paul Lutheran Church—April 11th, 2021 – 10:00 A.M.
Introduction to the day
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s
presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first
Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his
wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a
community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in
need.
PRELUDE

Awake, My Heart, with Gladness
Rudolf Moser
Christ ist erstanden
Johann Kaspar Fischer
Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands
Tobias Volckmar

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning, you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden.
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched,
and you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way,
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water,
for the water in this font,
and for all water everywhere.
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

That Easter Day with Joy was Bright
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ among
us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
FIRST READING
.

Acts 4:32-35

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian community shared what
they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need.
32Now

the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power
the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon
them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was
distributed to each as any had need.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 133

1How

good and how pleas- | ant it is,
when kindred live togeth- | er in unity!
2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe. R
3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore. R
SECOND READING

1 John 1:1--2:2

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed reality has been
sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and
walk in God’s light.
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was
revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the
Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus
Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
5This

is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him
there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he
who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
2:1My

little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice
for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (from Setting 9)

THE GOSPEL

John 20:19-31

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a blessing to
all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.
19When

it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.”
24But

Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the
mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I
will not believe.”
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe.”
25So

30Now

Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book.
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
31But

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
THE SERMON

The Rev. Luther Zeigler

HYMN OF THE DAY

We Walk by Faith
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.
You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one heart
it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh your creation.
Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched land. Give your whole
creation the promise of new life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the ways of
your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in authority and
breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your generous
Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others. Announce your peace to those who are sick, lonely,
hurting, suffering, or afraid especially those on our prayer list and those whose names we offer now...
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community. Shine the light of the risen Christ in
our life together, so that we live in love for one another, and our joy may be complete. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives and gifts of
those who now live in endless joy. Unite us with them in resurrection hope. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness
and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Life-giving God, you have nourished us with your word,
and our hearts burn within us.
We give thanks that you bright Word illumines our way.
Give us the light we need,
awaken us to the needs of others,
send us forth to share the gifts of Easter
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN

Thine is the Glory
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DISMISSAL

Christ is risen, He is Risen indeed
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands

Samuel Scheidt

WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY:
Presiding and Preaching: Pastor Luther Zeigler
Reader: John Bjorlie
Cantor: Joel Maxwell
A/V Tech: Martha Johnson
Musician and Choir Director: Theodore Stoddard
Liturgical materials and texts are used by permission of Sundays and Seasons Augsburg Fortress License:
15150
One License Annual License: A-724876 for 03/06/20 – 03/05/21
NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1123 Washington St., Gloucester, MA 01930
978-283-6550, office@stpaulcapeann.org
JOIN US FOR COFFEE HOUR RIGHT AFTER THE SERVICE
A short, social gathering will be held on Zoom immediately after the service. If you want to
participate, just stay signed on to Zoom and Luther will join just as soon as the postlude concludes.
Our hope is that this will be a way to interact on Sunday mornings beyond our shared worship. It
may not be a real coffee hour, but we will make it fun!
WHAT’S NEXT – FROM THE TRANSITION TEAM
On April 17, Rev. Sara Anderson—the Associate to Bishop Hazelwood who oversees the transition
process for the Synod—will join us for a Virtual Zoom event to interpret the results of the CAT. Mark
your calendars for SATURDAY, APRIL 17, from 10am-12pm. A Zoom link will be emailed out closer
to the event.
MOWING SCHEDULE
We are still looking for a few more volunteers to fill in the mowing schedule. If you are willing and
able, please contact Dave Stowell at 978-283-0264.
THE PEACE AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE INVITES YOU TO JOIN THEM APRIL 8 AT 4:00 PM
They will be meeting via Zoom to discuss Section II of Rooted & Rising: Voices of Courage in a Time
of Climate Crisis. by Leah D. Schade and Margaret Bullitt-Jonas, Editors. This section, Rising in Local
Activism, will include questions to ponder and suggested spiritual practices. All are welcome to join.
Books are available through Amazon. For more information, please contact Marion Phipps,
mapdka95@gamil.com. or Judith Oleson, juddsole@gmail.com or call the office at 978-283-6550.
THE CARE TEAM IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO COOK A MEAL FOR A FAMILY
Please refer to Friday’s FYI or contact Marion Phipps at 978-283-5746 or Dave Stowell at 978-283-0264

EASTER FLOWER MEMORIALS
Thank you to all who donated toward the flowers for Easter Morning
GIVEN BY:

IN MEMORY OF:

Carolyn & Dave Stowell
Sharon and Earl Kishida
Barbara Olson
Linda Greimann
Carl and Miranda Johnson
Carol, Mark, and Matthew Babson
Nancy McKay
Marion Phipps
Joanne and Fred Peterson
Laura Kerr
Laura, Ellie, Carol
Anne Prybot
Elizabeth Gable
Charles, Sarah, and Katie VanAuken

Loved Ones
Parents William and Dorothy Byrne and Brother Bill Byrne
Andy Heinze
Loved Ones
Rebecca and Loved Ones
Dick Babson
Loved Ones
Loved Ones
Elaine Starrett
John “Chip” McRae
Anna & Eddie Stephanio, Sisters Mary, and Diana
Peter Prybot
Joseph and Dorothy Beatty, Jean, and Vernon Gable
Sargent Rey, US Marine Corp Canine, Warrior Hero, loved
by all
Loved Ones

Charles, Sarah, and Kattie VanAuken

OFFICE HOURS FOR PASTOR LUTHER ZEIGLER
Pastor Luther will be in the church offices every Wednesday from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m., and it
available for individual visits from 10 a.m. to Noon and from 2-3 p.m. He is happy to meet inside or
outside, using all necessary precautions regarding distancing and wearing masks. Please call him
(617-999-6419) or email him (luther.zeigler@gmail.com) if you would like to make an appointment.
He is also always available for pastoral emergencies.

PRAYER LISTS
Please keep these people in your prayers for healing throughout the week: Daneen R., Sonny M.,
Mitch T., Tasha R., Willy G., Jim W., Brian D., Ron M., Judith O., Rachael and Tyler, Verna, Ron F.
Armed services: Josh Coakley, Stephanie Norberg, Brian Misuraca, Christian DiGregorio, John
Korpi III, Danny Hill, Rachel Misuraca Lewin, Zach Hafey, Liam Carney, and Tony Favalora
Please see the FYI emails for more information

