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Introduction to the day
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the
implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good
news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a
similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship.
Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all their lives to
follow Jesus and fish for people.
PRELUDE

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,
☩ one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts.
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin.
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you.
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you
with our whole heart;
we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
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have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us
even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive
together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of +Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God
strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

What Is This Place
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit,
and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING

Jonah 3:1-5, 10

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence message: Nineveh will
be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get
the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mercy?”
1The

word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city,
and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to
the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah
began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall
be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone,
great and small, put on sackcloth.
10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
The word of the Lord. Thank be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 62:5-12

5For

God alone I | wait in silence;
truly, my hope | is in God.
6God alone is my rock and | my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken.
7In God is my deliverance | and my honor;
God is my strong rock | and my refuge.
8Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people,
pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge. R
9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- | not be trusted.
Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath.
10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it.
11God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it,
that power be- | longs to God.
12Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord,
for you repay all according | to their deeds. R
SECOND READING

1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, want Christians to
live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has dawned through the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
29Brothers

and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have
wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and
those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no
possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the
present form of this world is passing away.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (from setting 3)

THE GOSPEL

Mark 1:14-20

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the gospel” or good news
from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and faith.
14Now

after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good
news.”
16As

Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into
the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for
people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately
he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and
all people in need.
A brief silence.
For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and deaconesses, and for
musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love, let us pray. Have
mercy, O God.
For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the well-being of
creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for all the earth, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those who provide leadership. For our new President and Vice President, and other newly
elected leaders throughout the country, as well as for others who provide leadership in our cities and
around the world and for nonprofit and nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions
and homeless advocates, that God inspire all people in the just use of wealth, let us pray. Have
mercy, O God.
For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief, especially
those on our prayer list and those whose name we offer now…, that in the midst of suffering, God’s
peace and mercy surround them, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the organizations that meet
here during the week, that God’s steadfast love serve as a model for all relationships, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel living, that
they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells
among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERTORY SONG

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Holy God,
Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness,
we hear your Word in the Scriptures,
proclaiming to us your wisdom
and inviting us to follow your call.
For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God.
Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother,
who preached your righteousness, healed the sick,
and revived the brokenhearted.
For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God.
By your Spirit bless all who receive this Word, that upheld by the mystery of the body of Christ, we
may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.
For sustaining us with your Word, we praise you, O God.
Blessed are you, holy God, around us, with us, and in us,
now and forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you,
that your lives may be a light to the world.
And may the blessing of God Almighty,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING HYMN

Here I Am, Lord
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DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY:
Presiding and Preaching: The Rev. Luther Zeigler
Reader: John Bjorlie
Cantor: John Bjorlie
Musician and Choir Director: Theodore Stoddard
Liturgical materials and texts are used by permission of Sundays and Seasons Augsburg Fortress License:
15150
One License Annual License: A-724876 for 03/06/20 – 03/05/21
NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1123 Washington St., Gloucester, MA 01930
978-283-6550, office@stpaulcapeann.org
JOIN US FOR COFFEE HOUR RIGHT AFTER THE SERVICE
Join us for a short, social gathering on Zoom immediately after the service. If you want to participate,
just stay signed on to Zoom and Luther will join the Zoom call after the postlude concludes. Our
hope is that this will be a way to interact on Sunday mornings beyond our shared worship. It may not
be a real coffee hour, but we'll make it fun!
ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting for St. Paul Lutheran Church will start soon after the service on Sunday, January
24th, via Zoom. See the FYI newsletter for details and for an electronic version of the Annual Report.
OFFICE HOURS FOR PASTOR LUTHER ZEIGLER
Pastor Luther will be in the church offices every Wednesday from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m., and it
available for individual visits from 10 a.m. to Noon and from 2-3 p.m.. He is happy to meet inside or
outside, using all necessary precautions regarding distancing and wearing masks. Please call him
(617-999-6419) or email him (luther.zeigler@gmail.com) if you would like to make an appointment.
He is also always available for pastoral emergencies.
QUARTERLY STATEMENTS
Statements of giving for the full year of 2020 were mailed out last week. Please review yours. If there
are errors, please contact Anne Wheeler. Her email and phone number on at the bottom of the
statements.
PRAYER LISTS
Please keep these people in your prayers for healing throughout the week: Heidi H., Pastor
O., Roger K., Dan W., Caitlin G., Elaine V., Andrew G., Hope L., Amy P., Alane B., Daneen R., Sonny
M., Mitch O., Tasha R., Willy G., Henry K., Jim W., Brian D., Ron M., Judith O., Rachael and Tyler,
Verna, Elaine S.
Armed services: Josh Coakley, Stephanie Norberg, Brian Misuraca, Christian DiGregorio, John
Korpi III, Danny Hill, Rachel Misuraca Lewin, Zach Hafey, Liam Carney, and Tony Favalora
Please see the FYI emails for more information

