The Season of Christmas
Second Sunday

The Season of Christmas—2nd Sunday
ELW Service of the Word
St. Paul Lutheran Church— January 3, 2021 – 10:00 A.M.
Introduction to the day
Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed
in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God
from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word
continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the
scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary
gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth.
PRELUDE

Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen
A Nativity Suite

Johannes Brahms
Wilbur Held

GATHERING HYMN

Angels We Have Heard on High
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate
Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING:

Jeremiah 31:7-14

God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion
Israel will rejoice over God’s gifts of food and livestock. Young women will express their
joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow.
7Thus

says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.

10Hear

the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
14I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM

12Worship

Psalm 147:12-20

the LORD, | O Jerusalem;
praise your | God, O Zion,
13who has strengthened the bars | of your gates
and has blessed your chil- | dren within you.
14God has established peace | on your borders
and satisfies you with the | finest wheat.
15God sends out a command | to the earth,
a word that runs | very swiftly. R
16God gives | snow like wool,
scattering | frost like ashes.
17God scatters | hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold?
18The LORD sends forth the | word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the | waters flow.
19God declares the | word to Jacob,
statutes and judg- | ments to Israel.
20The LORD has not done so to any | other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. | Hallelujah! R

SECOND READING

Ephesians 1:3-14

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are
united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been
promised eternal salvation.
3Blessed

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in
love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according
to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as
a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having
been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things
according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope
on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him,
were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our
inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (from setting 4)

GOSPEL

John 1:1--18

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things
were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.
1In

the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being
4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people
did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified
to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16From his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the
only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

The Reverend Luther Zeigler

HYMN OF THE DAY

Of the Father’s Love Begotten
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest parts of the
earth. Protect your church from stumbling. Let it not be overcome by sorrow,
division, or despair. Make us radiant with goodness, that we might live always
to the praise of your glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your splendor.
Hold the ecosystems of this earth in delicate balance, from coastlands to
farmlands, forests to wetlands, deserts to rainforests. Show us new ways to live
in harmony with the world around us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of those who
serve in positions of authority. Open their hearts to the needs of their nations and
communities. Protect all those in harm’s way and those risking danger for the
sake of others. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off,
excluded, or defeated. Accompany those living with chronic and invisible illness.
Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor under the weight of pain
or sickness especial those on our prayer list and those whose names we offer
now... Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice and
reconciliation to communities divided by oppressions and misuse of power.
Guide us to speak holy words of advocacy and truth. Help us to honor your
image in one another. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have died in faith.
With all the saints, give us our inheritance in Christ. In the fullness of time,
gather us all together in your mercy. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all
our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY SONG

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, rich in love, we bless your name and
give you thanks. In our need, you make haste to help us. You plant us beside
streams of your wisdom, teach us in pastures greening with truth, and guide us
on the path of your promise. By your Spirit awaken our faith, that, feasting on
your Word, we may love you more fully and serve our neighbor more faithfully;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
Grace from God’s own heart,
peace from the ☩ Child in the manger,
and strength from the Spirit of life
be blessings for you today and forever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN

Cold December Flies Away
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace! Serve the Lord! Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Heaven Above to Earth I Come

J. S. Bach

WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY:
Presiding and Preaching: The Rev. Luther Zeigler
Reader: Joanne Peterson
Cantor: Fred Peterson
Musician and Choir Director: Theodore Stoddard
Liturgical materials and texts are used by permission of Sundays and Seasons
Augsburg Fortress License: 15150
One License Annual License: A-724876 for 03/06/20 – 03/05/21
NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
St. Paul Lutheran Church 1123 Washington St.
Gloucester, MA 01930 978-283-6550
office@stpaulcapeann.org
WELCOME TO ST. PAUL
Thank you for joining virtually. Please follow us on Facebook and/or sign up for
our FYI Newsletter by logging into our website at stpaulcapeann.org.
POINSETTIAS
Thank you to all who gave funds for the poinsettias during this holy season.
From
Joanne and Fred Peterson
Joanne and Fred Peterson
Greg and Barbara Olson
Lindsay & Garth Greimann
Mary Johnson
Dave and Carolyn Stowell
Martha and Don Johnson
Nancy McKay

In Memory of
Jan Coull
David Varella
Brook Faulkner
Those not with us this Christmas
Loved Ones
Loved Ones
Norris Paul Johnson and other Loved Ones
Loved Ones

OFFICE HOURS FOR PASTOR LUTHER ZEIGLER
Pastor Luther will be in the church offices every Wednesday from 10 a.m. until 3
p.m., and it available for individual visits from 10 a.m. to Noon and from 2-3
p.m. He is happy to meet inside or outside, using all necessary precautions
regarding distancing and wearing masks. Please call him (617-999-6419) or email
him (luther.zeigler@gmail.com) if you would like to make an appointment. He is
also always available for pastoral emergencies.
PRAYER LISTS
Please keep these people in your prayers for healing throughout the week:
Heidi H., Pastor O., Roger K., Dan W., Caitlin G., Elaine V., Andrew G., Hope L.,
Amy P., Alane B., Daneen R., Sonny M., Mitch O., Tasha R., Carrie T., Willy G.,
Jim W., Brian D., Ron M., Judith O., Rachael and Tyler, Verna
Please send updates, additions, and deletions, for the prayer list to
office@stpaulcapeann.org or call the office at 978-283-6550.
Armed services: Josh Coakley, Stephanie Norberg, Brian Misuraca, Christian
DiGregorio, John Korpi III, Danny Hill, Rachel Misuraca Lewin, Zach Hafey,
Liam Carney, and Tony Favalora
Please see the FYI emails for more information

