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The Season After Pentecost: The Feast of St. Francis Sunday
ELW Service of the Word
St. Paul Lutheran Church—October 4th, 2020– 10:00 A.M.
Introduction to the day
Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his inheritance to serve poor people. He formed the
Order of Friars Minor (called Franciscans), who took on poverty and the task of preaching "using words if
necessary." Francis had a spirit of gratitude for all of God's creation. Francis urges us to look to Christ as a
model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own, seeing the face of Christ in the “least of these.”
PRELUDE

Favorites from the Church Year

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Faithful God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace
and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another
before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own.
Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God’s work in the world. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

Come Thou Font of Every Blessing
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to
know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING

Ecclesiastes 3:1-6

We chose this reading as a part of the Rite of Farewell and Blessing for Pastor Anne.
A reading from Ecclesiastes.
1For

everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
3a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
4a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
5a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
6a time to seek, and a time to lose…
2a

Word of God, Word of Life

PSALM

Psalm 19
.

1The

heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,
and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork.
2One day tells its tale | to another,
and one night imparts knowledge | to another.
3Although they have no | words or language,
and their voices | are not heard,
4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends | of the world,
where God has pitched a tent | for the sun.
5It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to | run its course.
6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of | it again;
nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. R
7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple.
8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes.
9The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever;
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether.
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb. R
11By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is | great reward.
12Who can detect one’s | own offenses?
Cleanse me from my | secret faults.
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion | over me;
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense.
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your sight,
O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer. R

ANTHEM SOLO

Amazing Grace

Sung by Carolyn Stowell

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (from Setting 9)

THE GOSPEL

Matthew 25: 34-40

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
34Then

the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me.' 37Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you
sick or in prison and visited you?' 40And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it
to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.'
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
THE SERMON
THE RITE OF FAREWELL AND BLESSING FOR PASTOR ANNE

The Rev. Anne Deneen
(See separate document
sent with bulletin)

HYMN OF THE DAY

Shall We Gather at The River
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need.
A brief silence.
Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. Refresh the church with your
life, that we may bear fruit through work and service. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those whose hands bring the
fruits of the earth to the tables of all who hunger. May we be inspired by your servants who cared
deeply for your creation, especially Francis of Assisi, whom we commemorate today. Bless all your
creatures, great and small, from elephants to turtles, all our beloved pets, from iguanas to
greyhounds, all flocks and herds, from migrating geese to cows in the fields, all the tiniest living
beings and the largest, from diatoms to Great Blue Whales, Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of others. Grant that world
leaders especially in the most at risk lands, seek the fruits of the kingdom for the good and welfare of
all people. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your presence, heal our pain and
suffering, and equip us to embrace all bodies aching for wholeness of mind, body, and soul. We call
to mind those who are struggling today especially those on our prayer list, and those whose names
we offer now…Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek employment. Give hope and a
future to those who lack meaningful work, those who have been marginalized or abused in the
workplace, and those who desire new opportunities. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard. Bless our beloved friends
and family who have gone before us, especially The Rev. Dr. Janet MacGray, Mrs. Anne Morey, Mr.
Bob Gorrell, Mrs. Doris Prouty, and Carol Gray’s mother, Mary E. Vargo, who died this past week.
May our chorus join theirs until our labor is complete. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY SONG

Take, Oh Take Me as I Am

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, rich in love, we bless your name and give you thanks. In
our need, you make haste to help us. You plant us beside streams of your wisdom, teach us in
pastures greening with truth, and guide us on the path of your promise. By your Spirit awaken our
faith, that, feasting on your Word, we may love you more fully and serve our neighbor more
faithfully; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
May the Lord bless you and keep you,
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN

All Creatures Worship God Most High
This hymn is based on St. Francis’ prayer: Canticle to the Creatures.
The last verses were written near the end of his life.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Go Tell It on the Mountain

by Emma Lou Diemer

WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY:
Presiding: Pastor Anne Deneen
Preaching: The Rev. Anne Deneen
Assisting Minister: Barbara Olson (intercessions)
Reader: Deb Coull
Musician and Choir Director: Theodore Stoddard
Liturgical materials and texts are used by permission of Sundays and Seasons Augsburg Fortress License:
15150
One License Annual License: A-724876 for 03/06/20 – 03/05/21
NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1123 Washington St., Gloucester, MA 01930
978-283-6550, office@stpaulcapeann.org
WELCOME TO ST. PAUL
Thank you for joining virtually. Please follow us on Facebook and/or sign up for our FYI Newsletter
by logging into our website at stpaulcapeann.org.
REMEMERANCE
Please keep the family of Mr. Robert Gorrell, Jr., a long member of St. Paul Lutheran Church, in your
thoughts and prayer as the grieve of their loss. Robert died on September 17, 2020.
Please keep Elaine Starrett and her extended family in your prayers as they grieve the lost of Elaine’s
sister Rev. Dr. Janet MacGray. She passed on September 19th.
Please keep the Ginny and David Morey and their family in your prayers as they grieve the loss of
David’s mother Mrs. Anne Morey.
Please keep Carol Gray and her family in your thoughts and prayers. Her mother, Mary E. Vargo,
died this past week.
Please keep the family and friends of Doris Prouty in your prayers as they grieve their loss.
PRAYER LISTS
Please keep these people in your prayers for healing throughout the week: Heidi H., Pastor
O., Roger K., Dan W., Caitlin G., Janet C., Dennis G., Elaine V., Andrew G., Hope L., Amy P., Alane
B., Daneen R., Rachael, Sonny M., Mitch O., Tasha R., Carole F., Carrie T., Willy G., Henry K., Jim
W., Brian D.
Armed services: Josh Coakley, Stephanie Norberg, Brian Misuraca, Christian DiGregorio, John
Korpi III, Danny Hill, Rachel Misuraca Lewin, Zach Hafey, Liam Carney, and Tony Favalora
Please see the FYI emails for more information

