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Introduction to the day
Moses experiences a theophany in the burning bush, receives his calling, hears God’s name spoken and is sent
out to declare freedom to the captives. God has heard their suffering and sends help, promising “ I will be with
you.” Generations later, when Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they
will find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with
the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for
the sake of our suffering world.
PRELUDE

Out of the Depths I Cry to You (ELW 600)
settings by Samuel Scheidt, Marcel Dupré and J. S. Bach

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

Jesus, We Are Gathered (3X)

ELW 529

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world.
Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your
commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING

Exodus 3:1-15

A reading from Exodus.
Moses experienced the call of God when God appeared to him in a bush that burned but was not consumed.
When Moses expressed his unworthiness, God promised to be with him. When Moses objected that people
would demand to know God’s name, God revealed his personal name, Yahweh (I AM WHO I AM), or the LORD.
Israel discovered God’s true identity when God took them out of Egypt.
1Moses

was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond
the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel of the LORD appeared to
him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed.
3Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned
up.” 4When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses,
Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your
feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6He said further, “I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he
was afraid to look at God.
7Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard
their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8and I have come down to
deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a
land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also
seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the
Israelites, out of Egypt.” 11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring
the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I
who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this
mountain.”
13But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors
has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14God said to
Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to
you.’ ” 15God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your
ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’:
This is my name forever,
and this my title for all generations.”
Word of God, Word of Life

PSALM

Psalm 26:1-8

Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. (Ps. 26:3)
1Give

judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived | with integrity;
I have trusted in the LORD and | have not faltered.
2Test me, O | LORD, and try me;
examine my heart | and my mind.
3For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes;
I have walked faithful- | ly with you.
4I have not sat | with the worthless,
nor do I consort with | the deceitful. R
5I have hated the company of | evildoers;
I will not sit down | with the wicked.
6I will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O LORD,
that I may go in procession | round your altar,
7singing aloud a song | of thanksgiving
and recounting all your won- | derful deeds.
8LORD, I love the house in | which you dwell
and the place where your glo- | ry abides. R

SECOND READING

Romans 12:9-21

A reading from Romans.
Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the unflagging
standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to overcome it with
good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at peace with all
people.
9Let

love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the
Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the
saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is
written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed
them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals
on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
Word of God, Word of Life

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (from Setting 9)

THE GOSPEL

Matthew 16:21-28

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the ultimate
purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.”
21From

that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he turned
and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your
mind not on divine things but on human things.”
24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?
27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay
everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
THE SERMON

The Rev. Printice Roberts-Toler

HYMN OF THE DAY

Take Up Your Cross

ELW 667

A LITURGICAL AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from A New Zealand Prayer Book
You, O God, are supreme and holy.
You create our world and give us life.
Your purpose overarches everything we do.
You have always been with us.
You are God.
You, O God, are infinitely generous,
good beyond all measure.
You came to us before we came to you.
You have revealed and proved
Your love for us in Jesus Christ,
Who lived and died and rose again.
You are with us now.
You are God.
You, O God, are Holy Spirit.
You empower us to be your gospel in the world.
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.
You are our God. We worship you.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.
A brief silence.
God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of your church on divine
things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives for the sake of Christ and thereby discover joy in
life through him. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation and give us eyes to see the
world as you do. Send aid to those suffering from fires and storms, hurricanes and drought,
especially in California, the southwest, and the Texas and Louisiana coasts. As the seasons change,
pattern the rhythm of our lives in harmony with all creation. hear our prayer.
God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear one another, even those
we name as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and understanding, that they advocate and
genuinely care for those who are poor and most vulnerable in their communities. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong sense of your presence
and love. Accompany those who are uncertain, raise the spirits of those who are despairing, and heal
the sick, especially those suffering from coronavirus here at home and throughout the world. We
pray for those on our prayer list and those whose names we offer now…Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.
God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere in prayer.
Make our congregation a workshop of your love. When we quarrel, bring reconciliation. Help us
overcome evil with good. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall your holy ones who now live in your
undying light. In our remembering, give us a foretaste of the feast to come. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERTORY SONG

Take, Oh Take Me as I Am

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
O God of justice and love,
we give thanks to you that you speak Your Word in us,
and to us, in scripture, in silence, in beauty, inspiration,
Drench us in grace, kindle your light in lives,
wake us up to the needs of others,
and at the end carry all the world into your safe harbor
in the shelter of your peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN

Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song

ELW 808

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

All Glory Be to God on High

Johann Gottfried Walther

WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY:
Presiding: Pastor Anne Deneen
Preaching: The Rev.Printice Roberts-Toler
Assisting Minister: TBA
Reader: Val Roberts-Toler
Musician and Choir Director: Theodore Stoddard
Liturgical materials and texts are used by permission of Sundays and Seasons Augsburg Fortress License:
15150
One License Annual License: A-724876 for 03/06/19 – 03/05/20
NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1123 Washington St., Gloucester, MA 01930
978-283-6550, office@stpaulcapeann.org
WELCOME TO ST. PAUL
Thank you for joining virtually. Please follow us on Facebook and/or sign up for our FYI Newsletter
by logging into our website at stpaulcapeann.org.
WEEKLY MORNING PRAYER
Join next week's prayer and quiet reflection time by going to the St. Paul Facebook page at 7:30 a.m.
on Wednesdays. We will continue offering Morning Prayer throughout the summer.
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ANNE: In-Person Visits outside, with Social Distancing
I have started visiting people at home, outside. It’s wonderful to see you in person. If you would like
an in-person visit, please let me know. I’m also continuing on-line Zoom visits, Facetime, Microsoft
Teams, Messenger facetime or telephone calls, if you prefer that. If you would like to meet with me,
please send an email or call. Please contact me directly or contact the office at 978-283-6550 or
office@stpaulcapeann.org.
PRAYER LISTS
Please keep these people in your prayers for healing throughout the week: Heidi H., Pastor
O., Roger K., Dan W., Caitlin G., Janet C., Dennis G., Elaine V., Mary V., Andrew G., Hope L., Amy
P., Alane B., Daneen R., Rachael, Sonny M., Mitch O., Tasha R., Carole F., Carrie T., Willy G.,
Henry K.
Remembrance:
Please keep the Doris Nelson, her family, and friends in your prayers as they mourn her loss.
Armed services: Josh Coakley, Stephanie Norberg, Brian Misuraca, Christian DiGregorio, John
Korpi III, Danny Hill, Rachel Misuraca Lewin, Zach Hafey, Liam Carney, and Tony Favalora
Please see the FYI emails for more information

