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Introduction to the day
In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were hewn. Jesus
declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation
and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer
our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go
forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed.
PRELUDE

Ein’ feste Burg ist unser Gott
settings by Johann Christoph Bach,
Johann Gottfried Walther, Marcel Dupré and Max Reger

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our
strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING

Isaiah 51:1-11

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers comfort to
Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end.
1Listen

to me, you that pursue righteousness,
you that seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
3For the LORD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
4Listen

to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.
7

Listen to me, you who know righteousness,
you people who have my teaching in your hearts;

do not fear the reproach of others,
and do not be dismayed when they revile you.
8 For the moth will eat them up like a garment,
and the worm will eat them like wool;
but my deliverance will be for ever,
and my salvation to all generations.
9 Awake, awake, put on strength,
O arm of the LORD!
Awake, as in days of old,
the generations of long ago!
Was it not you who cut Rahab in pieces,
who pierced the dragon?
10 Was it not you who dried up the sea,
the waters of the great deep;
who made the depths of the sea a way
for the redeemed to cross over?
11 So the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Word of God, Word of Life

PSALM

Psalm 138

O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8)
1I

will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart;
before the gods I will | sing your praise.
2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast |
love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things.
3When I called, you | answered me;
you increased my | strength within me.
4All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth. R
5They will sing of the ways | of the LORD,
that great is the glory | of the LORD.
6The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar.
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall save me.
8You will make good your pur- | pose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of your hands. R

SECOND READING

Romans 12:1-8

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and
viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work.
God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build
up the body of Christ.
1I

appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the
will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that
God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the
same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one
of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to
faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
Word of God, Word of Life.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (from Setting 9)

THE GOSPEL

Matthew 16:13-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living
God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.
13Now

when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father
in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
THE SERMON

The Rev. Val Roberts-Toler

HYMN OF THE DAY

We Sing to You, O God
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We Sing to You, O God
1 We sing to you, O God,
the Rock who gave us birth,
let our rejoicing sing
your name in all the earth.
To you, O God, let songs be raised,
in joyful hymns, our feast of praise.
2 We wandered far from home
out in a desert land,
you shielded with your love
our fearful pilgrim band.
You kept us safe within your arms
and sheltered us against the storm.
3 You bear us through the world,
an eagle to its young;
you rise up on your wings
and bear us toward the sun.
We ride the vaults of light and air
and trust in your unfailing care.
4 O God, eternal God,
we hide within your wings,
the everlasting arms
to whom our praises ring.
Your word is true, your way is just,
You are the God in whom we trust.
Text: Gracia Grindal, b. 1943
Text © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

A LITURGICAL AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from A New Zealand Prayer Book
You, O God, are supreme and holy.
You create our world and give us life.
Your purpose overarches everything we do.
You have always been with us.
You are God.
You, O God, are infinitely generous,
good beyond all measure.
You came to us before we came to you.
You have revealed and proved
Your love for us in Jesus Christ,

Duplication in

Who lived and died and rose again.
You are with us now.
You are God.
You, O God, are Holy Spirit.
You empower us to be your gospel in the world.
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.
You are our God. We worship you.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.
A brief silence.
Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the living God.
Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at home and throughout
the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. Join our songs
to theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this wondrous home you
give us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, legislators and
magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard those in need with
mercy and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of peoples. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your purpose for us.
According to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those who are bereaved, in trouble
or adversity, or sick and in need of care especially those on our prayer list and those whose names we
offer now… Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You call us into this community St.Paul Lutheran Church, in which we, though many, are one in
Christ. May we recognize in ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the
building up of the church for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to joy and
gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved dead. Bring us with
them to our heavenly home. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERTORY SONG

Take, Oh Take Me as I Am

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
O God of justice and love,
we give thanks to you that you speak Your Word in us,
and to us, in scripture, in silence, in beauty, inspiration.
Drench us in grace, shed your light,
wake us up to the needs of others,
and at the end carry all the world into your safe harbor
in the shelter of your peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
A NOTE FROM TED STODDARD, OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR
In these uncertain times, I feel a need for a strong testament of faith, so I decided to play some of my
favorite arrangements of A Mighty Fortress for the prelude.

SENDING HYMN

We All Are One in Mission
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Johann Gottfried Walther

WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY:
Presiding: Pastor Anne Deneen
Preaching: The Rev. Val Roberts-Toler
Assisting Minister: TBA
Reader: Printice Roberts-Toler
Musician and Choir Director: Theodore Stoddard
Liturgical materials and texts are used by permission of Sundays and Seasons Augsburg Fortress License:
15150
One License Annual License: A-724876 for 03/06/19 – 03/05/20
NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1123 Washington St., Gloucester, MA 01930
978-283-6550, office@stpaulcapeann.org
WELCOME TO ST. PAUL
Thank you for joining virtually. Please follow us on Facebook and/or sign up for our FYI Newsletter
by logging into our website at stpaulcapeann.org.
WEEKLY MORNING PRAYER
Join next week's prayer and quiet reflection time by going to the St. Paul Facebook page at 7:30 a.m.
on Wednesdays. We will continue offering Morning Prayer throughout the summer.
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ANNE: In-Person Visits outside, with Social Distancing
I have started visiting people at home, outside. It’s wonderful to see you in person. If you would like
an in-person visit, please let me know. I’m also continuing on-line Zoom visits, Facetime, Microsoft
Teams, Messenger facetime or telephone calls, if you prefer that. If you would like to meet with me,
please send an email or call. Please contact me directly or contact the office at 978-283-6550 or
office@stpaulcapeann.org.
PRAYER LISTS
Please keep these people in your prayers for healing throughout the week: Heidi H., Pastor
O., Roger K., Dan W., Caitlin G., Janet C., Dennis G., Elaine V., Mary V., Andrew G., Hope L., Amy
P., Alane B., Daneen R., Samantha P., Rachael, Sonny M., Deb K., Nancy M., Mitch O., Tasha R.,
Carole F., Carrie T.
Remembrance:
Please keep the family and friends of Rev. Paul Lindstrom in your prayers as they mourn his loss.
Please keep the Doris Nelson, her family and friends in your prayers as they mourn her loss.
Armed services: Josh Coakley, Stephanie Norberg, Brian Misuraca, Christian DiGregorio, John
Korpi III, Danny Hill, Rachel Misuraca Lewin, Zach Hafey, Liam Carney, and Tony Favalora
Please see the FYI emails for more information

